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Netanyahu’s overtures to Arabs 
are aimed at his right-wing voters 


C 


What luck that Gideon Sa’ar 
left Likud and in a single day 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu lost his “Jewish 
majority” for the establish- 
ment of a coalition. If not for 
Saar, the “new erain relations 
between Jews and Arabs,” 
which Netanyahu declared 
in Nazareth in a voice choked 
with emotion, would not have 
come. If not for political trou- 
bled times, “my wife Sara and 
T” would not have suddenly 
remembered, a decade after 
their parents died, the devoted 
care they received from Arab 
doctors and nurses. 

If not for the missing 
Knesset votes for parliamen- 
tary immunity or the revolt- 
ing so-called “French law,” 
protecting a sitting prime 
minister from prosecution, 
Netanyahu would not have 
discovered that there are 
Arab cities in Israel; he vis- 
ited three of them over the 
past two weeks, full of words 
of love and reconciliation, 
sweeter than the sweetest 
knafeh pastry, more pamper- 
ing than Santa Claus. 

Netanyahu has been hos- 
tile to the Arab community 
for years now. He has been 
legislating against it, insti- 
gating against it and exclud- 
ing it. In 2015, he warned 
against mass Arab voting on 
Election Day (which did not 
happen). He has called Arab 
elected officials “supporters 
of terror.” He led the passage 
of the racist nation-state law 
and tried to push through 
the racist plan for cameras 
at polling stations. In the last 
election campaign, when 


Protesters against Netanyahu gathering outside of the Nazareth municipality are met by police on Wednesday. 


he feared that Kahol Lavan 
was going to use the votes of 
the Arab parties to build a 
coalition, he lost all control. 
Racism and hatred of Arabs 
dominated Likud campaigns, 
both the official and under- 


ground ones. Everything 
was orchestrated from the 
prime minister’s Jerusalem 
residence, everything was 
inspired by him. His speech- 
es were verbal assaults, the 
texts were horrifying. “Jews 


and non-Jews” he would say 
in speeches to the Knesset. 
Only a total cynic like 
Netanyahu could kiss the 
face he had spit in so many 
times and pretend to enjoy it. 
Likud has always had some 


hold among Arabs. This time 
Netanyahu sees a window of 
opportunity through which 
he can expand that hold. The 
largely Arab Joint List has 
disappointed, it has become 
weak. He used Kahol Lavan 
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chairman Benny Gantz and 
discarded him. The voters 
are showing indifference. 
The vaccinations are coming 
along, and it must be said that 
his government has indeed 
provided funding to the Arab 
community. 


See OVERTURES, Page2 


Israel hit Syria ‘with 
U.S. intel after meet 
with Pompeo in D.C.’ 


The Associated Press 


Israeli air strikes in 
eastern Syria in which doz- 
ens of people were killed 
were carried out with in- 
telligence provided by the 
United States, a senior U.S. 
intelligence official with 
knowledge of the attack 
said Wednesday- a rare 
incidence of publicized co- 
operation between the two 
countries over choosing 
targets in Syria. 

The Britain-based Syr- 
ian Observatory for Human 
Rights said 57 people were 
killed in the attacks on east- 
ern Syria on Wednesday, 
with most of them belonging 
to pro-Iranian militias. 

Earlier, the observatory 
said 23 people were killed in 
the strikes. 

The official, who re- 
quested anonymity, said 
Tuesday’s strikes targeted 
a series of warehouses in 
Syria that were being used 
in a pipeline to store and 
stage Iranian weapons. The 
official said the warehouses 
also served as a pipeline for 
components that support 
Iran’s nuclear program. 

He added that U.S. Secre- 
tary of State Mike Pompeo 
discussed the air strikes 
with Yossi Cohen, chief of 
the Mossad, at a meeting 
in a popular Washington 
restaurant, Café Milano, on 
Monday. 

The strikes hit the areas 
of Deir al-Zur and Abu Ka- 
mal close to Syria’s border 
with Iraq. The Syrian Obser- 
vatory said the strikes tar- 
geted 18 sites of pro-Iranian 
militias. 

This is the latest in a se- 
ries of alleged Israeli attacks 
on Iranian-backed _ sites 
throughout Syria, bringing 
the total to four rounds of 


air strikes within two weeks. 

“They burnt Iranian posi- 
tions in Deir el-Zour,” said 
Omar Abu Laila, a Europe- 
based activist from Syria’s 
eastern Deir el-Zour prov- 
ince who runs an activist 
collective that reports on 
news in the border area. 

Israel has launched hun- 
dreds of strikes against 
Iran-linked military targets 
in Syria over the years but 
rarely acknowledges or dis- 
cusses such operations. 

The strikes came amid 
rising tensions in the re- 
gion and concerns that Iran 
might carry out attacks to 
avenge last year’s killing of 
one of its top commanders, 
Gen. Qassem Soleimani. 


House votes on 
second Trump 
impeachment 
News, Page 4 


Israel views Iranian en- 
trenchment on its northern 
frontier as a red line, and it 
has repeatedly struck Iran- 
linked facilities and weap- 
ons convoys destined for 
Hezbollah. 

Israeli air strikes killed 
fifty-seven people in east- 
ern Syria on Wednesday, 
the Britain-based Syrian 
Observatory for Human 
Rights said after originally 
reporting twenty-three fa- 
talities. 

The strikes hit the areas 
of Deir al-Zur and Abu Ka- 
mal close to Syria’s border 
with Iraq. The Syrian Ob- 
servatory said the strikes 
targeted 18 sites of pro-Ira- 
nian militias. 
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Israel tells court it has given Palestinian Authority 100 vaccines 


Netael Bandel, Ronny 
Linder and Haaretz 


The government told the 
High Court of Justice on 
Tuesday that it has provided 
coronavirus vaccines to the 
Palestinian Authority, re- 
tracting its claim last week 
that the government in the 
West Bank has none. 

The statement issued on 
Tuesday said a shipment of 
enough doses to vaccinate 


100 people was provided in 
response to the PA’s request, 
and that another shipment is 
expected to arrive in about a 
week and a half. Delivery of 
the vaccines was approved 
by Health Minister Yuli 
Edelstein, it said. 

The statement contra- 
dicts a response by the 
state last week to a petition 
filed by the family of Ha- 
dar Goldin, a soldier whose 
body has been held in Gaza 


since 2014, requesting that 
the government refuse to de- 
liver vaccines to Gaza until 
Hamas releases the body. 

Tuesday’s announcement 
said the National Security 
Council, which is a signatory 
to the response made to that 
petition, was not aware of 
the shipment sent last week 
and therefore believed the 
PA had no vaccines. 

Aviad Cohen, represent- 
ing the Goldin family on be- 


half of the Academic Center 
for Law and Science, said: 
“The state’s response says 
it all and supports the claim 
in the petition. The left hand 
doesn’t know what the right 
is doing, and information 
about the transfer of goods, 
medicine and equipment to 
people in the Gaza Strip and 
the Palestinian Authority is 
hidden from the public and 
even from the NSC. Unfor- 
tunately, the Israeli govern- 


ment continues to drag the 
families of the soldiers and 
captives in Gaza through 
the mud, publicly as well as 
privately.” 

Meanwhile, coronavirus 
chief Nachman Ash said 
Wednesday that Israel’s 
third lockdown may be ex- 
tended by another week. 

In an interview to Kan 
public radio, Ash said 
“there’s a big advantage” in 
extending the lockdown by a 


week, arguing that it would 
allow a more extensive open- 
ing of the economy later on. 

Ash also said there is 
“a slight flattening of the 
curve,” estimating that an- 
other decrease in infection 
rates is expected in the com- 
ing days. However, he add- 
ed, the number of confirmed 
coronavirus patients, includ- 
ing the serious cases, would 
probably continue to be rela- 
tively high. 


The Health Ministry said 
9,025 new cases were con- 
firmed on Tuesday, while 
on Monday 9,754 people had 
tested positive, in the big- 
gest daily spike since late 
September. 

As of Wednesday, 1,042 
people are hospitalized in se- 
rious condition, 262 of whom 
are on ventilators. 

According to ministry 
data, 3,770 people have died 
from the virus since the pan- 


demic broke out in Israel. 

In addition, 127,768 tests 
were carried out on Tuesday 
and 1,880,163 people have 
been vaccinated so far. 

Four new cases of Israe- 
lis infected with a variant of 
the coronavirus, which orig- 
inated in South Africa, have 
been confirmed. According 
to the Health Ministry, this 
brings the total number of 
cases of the variant in the 
country to eight. 


‘I have no other land’: Pelosi quotes 
Ehud Manor in impeachment speech 


Ben Samuels 


WASHINGTON - Speaker 
of the House Nancy Pelosi 
on Tuesday quoted the late 
Israeli lyricist Ehud Manor 
during her speech urging 
her Republican colleagues 
to impeach U.S. President 
Donald Trump over his 
role in inciting last week’s 
violence at the U.S. Capitol. 
“I recall the words of the 
great Israeli poet Ehud 
Manor, when he said ‘I can’t 
keep silent. In light of how 
my country has changed her 
face won't quit trying to re- 
mind her in her ears. I’ll sing 
my cries until she opens her 


m9 


eyes,” she said on the House 
floor, reciting the words to 
‘Ein li Eretz Acheret’ (‘I have 
no other land’). 

“I can’t keep silent, of 
how my country’s changed 
her face. I urge my Republi- 
can colleagues to open their 
eyes, and to finally hold this 
president accountable,” Pe- 
losi continued. “The security 
of our country and the future 
of our very democracy are at 
stake.” 

This is not the first time 
Pelosi has cited Manor’s 
words, written in protest of 
the first Lebanon War. She 
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Pelosi at the Capitol on Tuesday. 
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Labor chief Peretz won’t run in next election 


Haaretz 


Labor Party head Amir 
Peretz said Wednesday that 
he won’t run for Knesset in 
Israel’s upcoming March 23 
election. 

Peretz, who serves as 
economy and industry min- 
ister, said he “won’t serve in 
the next Knesset but will con- 
tinue to work for the public.” 

The Labor party’s elec- 
tion committee will now elect 
Peretz’s successor to lead the 
party. The vote for party lead- 
er has been set for January 


24 and the primary election 
for choosing Labor’s Knes- 
set slate for February 1. 

Labor lawmaker Merav 
Michaeli, currently the one 
vying for party leadership, 
thanked Peretz for his ser- 
vice. She added that the time 
has come save the party and 
to hold primaries. 

The chairman of the Hay- 
israelim party, (Hebrew for 
The Israelis) and Tel Aviv 
mayor, Ron Huldai, respond- 
ed to Peretz’s announce- 
ment, saying he intends to 
offer the Labor Party to join 


him after the primaries “to 
build a strong and valuable 
alternative to the current 
government.” 

Sources close to Peretz say 
they are hoping that a new 
candidate will breathe new 
life into Labor whose pro- 
genitor formed the state of 
Israel, and is now linger- 
ing in the polls well below 
the 3.25-electoral thresh- 
old for entering the Knesset. 
In December, Peretz an- 
nounced his intention to run 
for the presidency. Israel’s 
current President Reuven 


Rivlin’s seven-year term 
will end on July 27, 2021. 

Despite repeated cam- 
paign pledges not to do so, 
Peretz joined Prime Minis- 
ter Benjamin Netanyahu’s 
unity government in May. 
The move led the already 
troubled party to lose many 
of its remaining supporters. 

So far, apart from Mi- 
chaeli, the only other name 
that has come up for the top 
position is that of retired gen- 
eral Amos Yadlin, who some 
senior party members hope 
will also be a candidate. 
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Great News 
Minorities in 
America are turning 
to nationalism 
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Erich Kastner’s 
work sees new life 
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High school students studying for mat 


La 


riculation exams in Jerusalem on Wednesday. 


Emil Salman 


Teachers yet to teach material 
for next month’s key exams 


Or Kashti 


Half of high school teach- 
ers in math, English and 
language skills estimate 
that their pupils will not 
manage to pass their ma- 
triculation exams, expected 
to take place in three weeks, 
according to an extensive 
survey conducted by the 
Education Ministry. 

The survey of high school 
teachers also found that in 
none of the compulsory 
subjects did teachers man- 
age to finish all the material 


required for passing these 
exams, even after the scope 
of these exams was reduced 
earlier this year. Sources at 
the ministry believe that 
these figures will lead to 
additional adaptations, such 
as a further reduction in 
the material to be covered 
in the exams, or giving a 
wider choice in answering 
questions. 

In an attempt to assess 
the preparedness of pupils 
ahead of these exams, the 
ministry distributed ques- 
tionnaires to teachers in 


seven subjects: math, Eng- 
lish, first language (Hebrew 
or Arabic), history, civics, 
literature and Bible studies. 
Some 2,700 teachers from 
across the country took part 
in the survey, most of them 
math and English teachers. 
The survey, the first of its 
kind, and the internal dis- 
cussions that followed, are 
a direct result of studying 
under the restrictions of 
the coronavirus pandemic. 
According to a source at 
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